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Project Title:
EPUESP: Development and Pilot Validation of a Standardized European Platform for Pressure Ulcer Epidemiology Across Care Settings
Project Team:
· Principal Investigator: Alexandre Marques Rodrigues (University of Aveiro, Portugal) 
· Pedro Sardo (University of Aveiro, Portugal) 
· Biagio Nicolosi (Meyer Children’s Hospital IRCCS, Italy) 
· Francisco Hernandez-Martinez (University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain) 
Project Focus:
Development and pilot validation of a standardized, scalable European platform for the epidemiological surveillance of pressure injuries across hospital, community, and long-term care settings.

Introduction:
Pressure injuries represent a significant public health challenge across Europe, contributing to increased morbidity, mortality, healthcare costs, and reduced quality of life. Despite their clinical relevance, current epidemiological data are fragmented and lack standardization, limiting comparability across countries and care settings. Existing studies often use heterogeneous methodologies, hindering benchmarking and coordinated European strategies. This project addresses this gap by proposing a harmonized methodological framework to structure on future an European data aggregation platform.

Project Aims:
The primary aim is to develop and pilot-test a standardized framework for pressure injury prevalence assessment across European care settings.
Secondary aims include:
· Assessing the feasibility and applicability of a standardized protocol across countries and settings 
· Estimating point prevalence of pressure injuries in hospital, community, and long-term care 
· Evaluating inter-rater agreement among trained assessors 
· Defining functional and technical requirements for a future European epidemiological platform 

Key Milestones:
1. Protocol finalization and harmonization (Months 1–3) 
2. Development of data collection tools and ethicas aproval process (Months 3–7) 
3. Training of assessors across participating countries (Months 7–9) 
4. Data collection (Portugal, Spain, Italy) (Months 9–15) 
5. Data integration and statistical analysis (central database) (Months 14–17) 
6. Refinement of platform structure and methodological framework (Months 17–20) 
7. Dissemination of results (Months 20–24) 
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